Kayleen Malizzi

ECE 234

2/9/2015

Developmental tasks assignment:

	I did this observation at a daycare/ early childhood development/ Preschool where I work. The classroom was in the Pre for Preschool room. The age level that I worked with were four year old children. 



For each task, describe IN DETAIL the child’s responses and your interpretation of their level of conceptual understanding.

Task One:
	Task one: Giant Clear Pebbles (Which row has more???)
Just like in the video we watched in class, I made two parallel rows of five pebbles. I asked the first child by name; since I was working with a group of three, if the rows looked the same to them. In response, the first child said they were the same. The other two kids agreed. I then moved the five pebbles in the second row farther apart than the first row and asked the child same child again. “Does the first row have more pebbles? Does the second row have more pebbles? Or do the rows both have the same amount of pebbles?” In response, the first child said that they had the same amount. But the other two kids did not agree. So I questioned the other two students, “If they the rows are not the same, then which row has more?” They pointed to the row that was more spread apart. The first child that said that the rows were the same said “No.” and started showing the other two students by pointing at each one of the pebbles trying to prove the other two wrong. Although, he was counting in his head while pointing to the pebbles. He wasn’t sure how to explain his reasoning in words, but he understood that the rows were in fact still the same. So, I helped him count the pebbles to show the other two kids that the rows were the same.  



Task Two:

	I, instead of using graham crackers, used cookies for the next developmental task. I gave myself a cookie and I gave the child I was working with a cookie. I asked the child if it was fair that we both had one cookie. He said yes. Next I gave myself another cookie, but didn’t give the child another cookie. The child immediately said, “Hey, I only got one cookie.” I asked the child if that was fair or unfair that he only was given one cookie and I got to have two. He said, That’s unfair.” After, I gave myself another cookie. The child just stared. So, at this point I have three cookies and the child has one. I split my third cookie in half and gave it to the child and I put the other half to the side. So, now I have two full cookies and the child has one and a half cookies. I asked, “Now is it fair?” “You have two cookies and I have two cookies.” The child said, “No, because you have two full cookies and I have one full cookie and my other cookie is not full.” So the child understood the half the cookie scenario, but could not quit explain it in the correct manner. Although, it was still understandable.



Task Three:

	The third developmental task that I did was like the video we watched in class with the two glasses of water. I used milk in my task though. First, I showed the child that two glasses of milk that had the same amount of milk and both the cups were the same size and shape. I asked the child if both the glass of milk looked like they had the same amount a milk in them. She said, “Yes they do.” Next, I pulled out a tall glass and poured one of the glasses of milk into the taller glass. I then asked the child which glass had the most milk in it or if they both had the same amount. She pointed to the taller glass. As expected for her age, she was three years old.  And still wasn’t able to explain the task. I ended up showing her that they both the glasses still had the same amount of milk in them, by pouring the milk from the taller glass back into the original glass it started in.



